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World-renowned active and former athletes will 
act as investors of the fund and as ambassadors 
of brands that the fund invests in

Executive summary

Indigo Capital Partners is creating ͊ global VC fund 
focused entirely on sports technology

The global sports market is estimated at $800-900 
billion per year and is growing at a rapid rate.
Technology is one of the key drivers
of this growth

Indigo has already made 4 successful investments in 
the sector (average expected IRR is c.50%+)

We have a top-notch team in place and the 
founder is investing alongside the LPs

With vast and successful experience and a range 
of exclusive connectionsin the sector Indigo is 
uniquely positioned to capitalize on the 
emerging sports tech opportunity
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Focuses on technology products and services
for professional and amateurs athletes, teams, 
organizations and fans

Sports Tech

Sports Tech is a large and diverse sector
Indigo will focus on several sub-segments τsee page 16

Technology

Sport

Entertainment

Fact: the Summer Olympics holds the highest 
estimated total viewership, with almost 5 billion 
people tuning in at some pointτapproximately
тл҈ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ.

Includes everything from wearable devices,
fan engagement, to eSports, to stadium technology, 
to athlete training and everything
in between

At the same time the emerging esports market is 
poised to compete with traditional sports with event 
audiences reaching almost 0,5 billion people for 
League of Legends world championship

The entire sports market is worth approx. $800-900
billion per year, or >1% of global GDP
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Sports Tech investments in Europe

Indigo Capital will be one of the first VC funds in European sports tech landscape, thus claiming one of 
the leading roles in this fast growing sector

Byendof 2018there were more than 1500 sports 
tech start-ups in Europe, engaged in all sorts of 
activities ςfrom developing new materials to 
analytics

More than 15 sector-specific accelerators are 
helping the start-ups on early stages of 
development. There are both independent programs 
and those affiliated with major sports clubs (Arsenal) 
or organizations ( UEFA)

While London, Munich, Berlina and Copenhagen are 
still the leaders in terms of investments in sports 
tech, there are at least 5 more cities boasting more 
than 10 mln. EUR deal volume in the sector in 2018

Despite massive amount of start-ups and 
accelerators, as well as abundance of strategic 
investors (major leagues, sports brands and 
retailers), the sector still lacks VC activity ςthe 
number of specialized funds stays in single digits

Media

Wearables

Social and fan 
engagement

Big data and 
analytics

Cyber-sport, 
emerging 
sports

Team management and coaching

Other

>1500 start-
ups

European start-ups by type of business*:

*Based on European Sportstech Report 2019

Volume of VC deals in Europe, mln. EUR*:

90,6

200,7
237,2

285,6

363,9

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018
700

41,6% CAGR
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Why do sports clubs owners invest in sports 
tech?

Participation in Sports Tech funds allows club owners to be the first to test the most innovative and 
efficient solutions to increase results of the clubs, while also facilitatingpipelinecreation for the funds 
and thus ensuring maximal return on investments

Sheik Mansur

ÅOwns controlling stakes in soccer clubs 

Manchester City, Melbourne City and New-

York City via the holding company - City 

Football Group

ÅCity Football Group is one of the LPs in 

- a fund investing in sports 

tech (media, analytics, betting)in USAand

Europe

ÅCity Football Group also invests directly in 
cyber-sport, a group of privately owned 
football fields and other sports-related 
companies
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Andrea Radrizzani

ÅItalian businessman and investor owns 

Leeds United FC

ÅAndrea is a co-owner of and the major 

investor in fund

ÅThe fund invests in sports media 

companies, namely social networks

(whistle sports), content producers, sports 

channels(Eleven Sports) and other related 

assets

Joshua Harris

ÅPartner at Apollo Management and owner 

of several baseball and soccer clubs has 

unified all his sports-related assets under 

one holding company -

ÅHB sports & entertainment manages 

several sport clubs owned by Harris and his 

partners, a number of sport consulting 

agencies (Elevate Sports Ventures) and a 

sports-tech accelerator for start-ups 

affiliated with baseball club Philadelphia 

76ers
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A-Grade Investments /Sound Ventures

Ashton Kutcher

ÅOne of the most well-known and 
successful celebrities who have become 
venture investors

ÅAverage cash on cash return: 8.5x

Elevation Partners

Bono

ÅU2 Front-men is the managing director and 
co-founder of Elevation Partners, a PE fund

ÅThe fund has $1.9+ bln. AUM

Detroit Venture Partners
Elysian Park

Magic Johnson

ÅHas made more than 10 investments
in start-ups at various rounds via Detroit 
Venture Partners and Elysian 

More and more celebrities and star athletes are switching 
from being just brand ambassadors to active venture 
investing

But few of them end up founding their own investment 
vehicles or partnering with professional investors to start 
a venture fundfor now

Leo Dicaprio

ÅIn 2011 invested $4 mln. in Mobli ςa photo-
and video-exchange network

ÅIn 2014-2017 Leo made a couple of  
investments in start-ups at A-round

QueensBridge Venture Partners

Nasir ζNasηJones

ÅThe hip-hop star has a second identity ςthat 
of a venture investor and has even been 
called by CNBC ζhalf-man, half-venture 
investorη

Consigliere Brand Capital / Bullish

StevenζSteveη Nash

ÅNash co-founded Consigliere Venture fund 
in 2010. Starting from $20 mln. AUM the 
fund is mainly active in seed-round 
investments in ζclient-oriented companiesη

Kobe Bryant

ÅBryant Stibel was founded in 2013to 
combine creative vision of Kobe, an iconic 
basketball player, with entrepreneurship 
talent of Jeff Stibel

LeBron James

ÅJames is an investor in such companies as 
Weplay and according to the media earned 
around $30 mln. on the Apple / Beats 
Electronics deal

ÅWePlay was acquired by TeamSnap in2013

Ryan Howard

ÅFormer MLB athlete and World series 
champion is leading sports-focused arm of 
the VC firm with investments in such 
companies as ShotTracker, Indiegogo and 
Thrive

Bryant Stibel Investments

Celebrities
becoming
venture
investors

SeventySix Capital


